December 9, 2021

Governor Mike DeWine
Riffe Center, 30th Floor
77 South High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Governor DeWine:

On behalf of the Ohio House Democratic Caucus, we urge you to use your executive powers to
line-item veto the provision suspending the Step Up to Quality Program through December 31,
2022 in Substitute House Bill 169.

Sub. House Bill 169 appropriates much-needed funding for K-12 schools, as well as child care
centers across Ohio. These federal funds are an opportunity to invest in education and children,
as well as working people, families and the communities they live in. However, in addition to
these crucial funds, the bill also suspends the requirement that child care centers participate in
Ohio’s Step Up to Quality rating system in order to receive public funds.

The suspension of this requirement does not solve the issues faced by Ohio families in accessing
affordable and quality child care or create a long-term solution for providers. During the recent
budget process, a Study Committee on Ohio's Publicly Funded Child Care and Step Up to
Quality Program was created to address accessibility to child care for all Ohio families.

The late addition of this provision would be an ineffective policy opposed by advocates and a
detriment to the use of taxpayer dollars to provide quality early childhood education to all Ohio
children. The need for these funds is clear to Ohioans and should not be held in the balance at
the expense of our children and families. We request that you veto this provision.

Sincerely,
Emilia Sykes Kristin Boggs Richard Brown
Minority Leader Assistant Minority Leader Assistant Minority Whip
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