
March 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Members of the Ohio House of Representatives, 

 

 
Thank you for your leadership during this unprecedented crisis. On behalf of the undersigned 

organizations and individuals, we urge you to call for unity in our communities and to publicly 

speak out against the increase in  racist attacks and discrimination  against the Chinese and 

Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander (AAPI) community in the wake of the global coronavirus 

pandemic. 
 

 
Across the country we have witnessed countless incidents of violence, verbal abuse, profiling, 

and discrimination targeting Chinese and AAPI communities in connection to COVID-19. For 

months, locally owned restaurants, salons, and stores in neighborhoods like Cleveland’s historic 

AsiaTown have seen a steep drop in customers and suffered financial hardship since fear and 

stigma related to the outbreak first began spreading. Working-class AAPIs in retail and 

hospitality have faced workplace discrimination on top of reduced hours and income loss. In 

San Fernando, CA, a 16-year old Asian American boy was hospitalized after being physically 

attacked because he was accused of having the coronavirus. In Plymouth, IN, two Hmong 

American men were denied service at hotels under the false assumption that they were carrying 

the coronavirus. In Midland, TX, a Burmese American man and his young son were both 

stabbed in a racially motivated attack. These incidents are happening here in Ohio as well, 

where children have been bullied and told that they should be quarantined solely because of 

their Chinese heritage. 
 

 
We are concerned that the overwhelming silence from the majority of public officials in 

Ohio regarding these hateful acts sends a message of ambivalence. We ask you to speak 

out in order to curb this violence and display solidarity with immigrant and refugee communities 

impacted by the recent rise in COVID-19 related racism. At least 350,000 of our fellow Ohioans 

have Chinese, Asian, or Pacific Islander heritage. History has shown us that when politicians 

use stigmatizing rhetoric that effectively scapegoats communities of color, they fuel mass 

hysteria that leads to harm and violence against vulnerable children, families, and entire 

communities. Throughout U.S. history, AAPIs have been unfairly targeted due to mass hysteria, 

from the racist “yellow  peril” ideology that targeted Chinese and Asian immigrants as an 

existential threat in the late 1800s, to the incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans during 

WWII, to the murder of Vincent Chin in 1982, to the anti-Muslim bigotry and violence impacting 

South Asian and Arab Americans today. Continuing to stay silent allows racist rhetoric and 

violence to spread unchecked, making our communities less safe and undermining our 

collective efforts to address the rapidly evolving crisis which threatens us all. 
 

 
As all Ohioans have now experienced increasing levels of anxiety, fear, and uncertainty about 

their safety and economic stability, we need to hear from public officials about the need to unite 

and face this crisis together, rather than allow fear and stereotypes to divide us. We need our 

http://www.standagainsthatred.org/
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/coronavirus-fears-show-how-model-minority-asian-americans-become-yellow-ncna1151671


leaders to reflect on their role, acknowledge how implicit bias impacts the essential work of 

public health, and be thoughtful in their words and actions. We need leadership grounded in 

truth and committed to openly opposing racism in any form. 
 

 
We urge you to partner closely with Ohio AAPI community leaders to take tangible steps 

to fight against COVID-19 related racism: 

1)  Release a public statement against anti-Asian and anti-Chinese stigma; 

2)  Pass a resolution denouncing racism and discrimination; 

3)  Commit to regular outreach, virtual town halls, and consultation with AAPI 

community organizations to engage in authentic relationships with impacted 

communities; 

4)  Disseminate public education and digital messaging that combats racism against 

people of Chinese, Asian, and Pacific Islander descent; 

5)   Pass emergency legislation to fund and establish the Ohio  AAPI  Affairs  

 Commission.  
 

 

We ask that you act quickly to mitigate the effects of racialized stigma and violence rooted in 

fear and misinformation, and to bring a credible voice to the real threats to the long-term health 

and wellbeing of Chinese and AAPI communities in Ohio and across the U.S. 
 

 
We believe the instances of discrimination and physical/verbal attacks across the country are 

likely to grow and worsen in the coming days and weeks. Ohio has already been a step ahead 

of other states in its response to COVID-19 and we believe it should be a step ahead in 

addressing COVID-19 related racism as well. We stand ready to do our part in fighting against 

racism while supporting the needs of our communities. 
 

 
Thank you again for your time, consideration, and for your efforts to protect all Ohioans during 

this crisis. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 Ohio Organizations 

STATEWIDE: 

OPAWL - Building AAPI Feminist Leadership in Ohio 

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. 

APAPA Ohio 

CAIR-Ohio 

Children's Defense Fund-Ohio 

Choice Network 

Common Cause Ohio 

Equality Ohio 

Equitas Health 

Faith in Public Life Ohio 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-98
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-98


Innovation Ohio 

League of Women Voters of Ohio 

NARAL Pro-Choice Ohio 

Ohio AAPI Democratic Caucus 

Ohio Asian American Health Coalition 

Ohio Census Advocacy Coalition 

Ohio Chinese American Association (OCAA) 

Ohio Conference, American Association of University Professors 

Ohio Domestic Violence Network 

Ohio Immigrant Alliance 

Ohio National Organization for Women 

Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 

Ohio Student Association 

Ohio Voter Rights Coalition 

Ohio Women’s Alliance 

Organize! Ohio 

Philanthropy Ohio 

Physicians Action Network 

Policy Matters Ohio 

Showing Up for Racial Justice 

The Center for Community Solutions 

The Freedom BLOC 

The Ohio Women's Public Policy Network 

Unitarian Universalist Justice Ohio 

US Together, Inc. 

Women Have Options/ Ohio 

Wuhan University Ohio Alumni Association 
 

 
CENTRAL OHIO: 

All Nations Christian Fellowship 

Asian American Community Services 

Barrington Park Ranch 

Black Queer & Intersectional Collective (BQIC) 

Center for Ethnic Studies, Ohio State University 

Columbus Community Pride 

Columbus Freedom Coalition 

Community Refugee & Immigration Services 

Counseling Care Circle 

Cover to Cover Children’s Books 

Cross Cultural Communications, LLC 

EqualUA 

Feminist Flag Corps 

Mid-Ohio Foodbank 



New Leaders Council 

Newark Ohio Pride Coalition 

OCTOPUS LLC 

Painting and Drawing Club at The Ohio State University 

Philippine Seniors of Columbus Ohio 

Progressive Peace Coalition 

Qualls Law, LLC 

Red Migrante Ohio 

South Asian Studies Initiative at Ohio State 

Students for Educational Equity (SEE) 

SURJ OSU 

The Korean Student Association, OSU 

The Women's Fund of Central Ohio 

United Way of Central Ohio 

URGE: Unite for Reproductive and Gender Equity 

VIVO Collaborative Arts Collective 

Zora's House 
 

 
NORTHEAST OHIO: 

AAUP-KSU 

AIGA Cleveland 

Akron Democratic Socialists of America 

Akron Urban League 

Asian Services In Action 

Big Love Network 

Campus District, Inc. 

Cleveland End Poverty Now Coalition 

Cleveland Jobs with Justice 

Cleveland Owns 

Cleveland VOTES 

Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus 

Cuyahoga Democratic Women’s Caucus 

Defacid LLC 

Fair Housing Center for Rights & Research 

Fair Housing Contact Service 

Food Not Bombs Lake County & East Side Cleveland 

Global Cleveland 

Global Ties Akron 

International Institute of Akron 

InterReligious Task Force On Central America and Colombia 

Kent State University -- The Fashion School 

Kent State University School of Information 

Maurer Law LLC 



Metro West Community Development Organization 

MidTown Cleveland, Inc. 

MotivAsians for Cleveland 

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless 

Northern Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality 

OCA Greater Cleveland - Asian Pacific American Advocates 

Ohio Student Association (Cleveland) 

Olam Broadcasting Inc. 

Revy Fair Trade 

Rooted Ground Healing 

Salaam Cleveland 

Shooting Without Bullets 

Smart Development Inc 

space-between.us llc 

Sunrise Youngstown 

The Chandra Law Firm LLC 

ThirdSpace Action Lab & Cafe 

Tin Shop Coffee House 

Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership 

Twelve Literary Arts 

United Way of Greater Cleveland 

Young Latino Network 
 

 
NORTHWEST OHIO: BGSU 

Faculty Association United 

Way of Greater Toledo 
 

 
SOUTHEAST OHIO: 

Appalachian Peace and Justice Network 

United Campus Ministry 
 

 
SOUTHWEST OHIO: 

AACAC 

Asian Community Alliance 

Calibrated Lens, LLC 

Cincinnati Compass 

Cincinnati Interfaith Workers Center 

College Democrats - Wright State University 

Delta Phi Lambda Sorority Inc., Beta Chapter 

Design Impact 

Generation NOW Cincinnati Network 

Greater Cincinnati Chinese Cultural Exchange Association 

Greater Cincinnati Region Against Hate 



Harmony Plant Fare 

Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center Japan 

America Society of Greater Cincinnati Jewish 

Community Relations Council of Cincinnati 

LearnRizon LLC 

Minority People's Email Network (MPEN) 

New Leaders Council Southwest Ohio 

Ornelas Station Consulting 

Price Hill Will 

Resilience Dayton 

SURJ Cincinnati 

Tri-State Asian American Action Fund 

Triangle Fraternity - Cincinnati Chapter 

United Way of Greater Cincinnati 

Urban Morgan Institute for Human Rights, University of Cincinnati College of Law 

Wave Pool Corp. 

Wright State University’s Office of Latinx, Asian, and Native American Affairs 

Your Store of the Queen City 

YWCA Dayton 

YWCA Greater Cincinnati 
 

 
 Ohio Elected Officials 

Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge, 11th Congressional District of Ohio 

Ohio Senator Tina Maharath, District 3 

Ohio Senator Nickie J. Antonio, District 23 

Ohio Representative Tavia Galonski, District 35 

Ohio Representative Juanita Brent, District 12 

Mayor Nan Whaley, City of Dayton 

Hamilton County Clerk of Courts Aftab Pureval 

Cleveland City Council Member Basheer Jones, Ward 7 

Reynoldsburg City Council Member Bhuwan Pyakurel, Ward 3 

Oxford City Council Member Chantel Raghu 

Cuyahoga County Council Member Dale Miller, District 2 

Columbus City Council Member Elizabeth Brown 

Deerfield Township Trustee Kristin Malhotra 

Hamilton County Coroner Lakshmi Sammarco 

Cleveland City Council Member Matt Zone, Ward 15 

Cincinnati City Council Member P.G. Sittenfeld 

Cleveland City Council Member and Majority Leader Phyllis E. Cleveland, Ward 5 

Local School Board Member Sam Shim 

Akron City Council Member Shammas Malik, Ward 8 

Columbus City Council President Shannon Granville Hardin 

Cuyahoga County Council Member Yvonne M. Conwell, District 7 



 Ohio  Individuals  

Aaron Lee 

Aarti Raghavachari 

Abbie Hair Abby 

Hudson Adam 

Davenport Adam 

Shafer Adam 

Wetterhan Adria 

Jerman Adrian 

Marti Adrianne 

Fletcher Adrienne 

Ellis Akshai Singh 

Alana Garrett-Ferguson 

Alanna Gibson 

Alex Griffin 

Alex Lane 

Alex Walker alexandar 

raasch Alexander 

abejuela Alexander 

Frazier Alexander James 

Oakes Alexander Seed 

Alexis Lam 

Alice Emmons 

Alisha Guinn 

Alison Easter 

Alison Paxson 

Alison Rampa 

Alison Tan 

Alivia Walsh 

Allison Hauserman 

Alma M.Saddam 

Alptekin Aydogan 

Alyssa Woo 

Amanda Comstock 

Amanda Dunfield 

Amanda Durbec St Clair 

Amanda Erickson 

Amanda Hayes 

Amanda Husmann 

Amanda Madden 

Amanda Schackow 



Amanda Vu 

AmariYah Israel 

amber woodside 

Amber Zaragoza 

Amelia Kvalheim 

Amina Chaudhry 

Amitai Vardi 

Amy L Canini 

Amy Lang 

Amy Lee 

Amy M. Crossin, Esq. 

Amy Song 

Ana Sucaldito 

Andre Lessears 

Andrea Blinkhorn 

Andrea Chu 

Andrea Reany 

Andrew Ritterman 

Andrew Vang 

Andrew Welsh 

Andy Phung 

Angel Lam 

Angela Greth 

Angela K. Lowder 

Angie Cox 

Angie Wellman 

Anh Liquete 

Anh Reinert 

Anita Slack 

Anjana Batra 

Ann Lynard 

Ann Palomo 

Anna Lam 

Anna Lieswyn 

Anna Masica 

Anna Smith 

Anna Willow 

Annabel Bryan 

Annamae Morris 

Anne Caruso 

Anne DeVoe 

Anne Jefferson 

Anne M. Jones 



Anne Plogsted Anne 

Yung Van Annie 

Huelefeld 

Anshuleena Vipparla 

Anthony Phung 

Antoinette Charfauros McDaniel 

Anukriti Tayal 

ANUP GAMPA 

Anya Herbert 

April Theriot 

Aref Mansour 

Ariana Ybarra 

Ariel Mintz 

Arvind Kumar Bansal 

Ash Alunan Asha 

Ahmed Ashley 

Bouchet Ashley 

Kammer Ashley 

Morton Ashley S 

Alber Ashley 

Underwood Ashok 

Tandon Ashwin 

Garg 

Ata Ahmed Adeel 

Athena Salaba 

Audre McDowell 

Austin B WIersma 

Austin Barney 

Austin Davis 

Austin Dunlop 

Autumn McGill 

Avery Ozimek 

Avery Wang 

Ayat Amin Ayub 

Khan Babatunde 

Motoni Barbara J 

Betz Barry Alcock 

BARRY SHANK 

Becky Mansfield 

Becky Paul 

Becky Strotman 

Belinda Boon 



Bemnet Amsalu 

Ben Wilkinson 

Benjamin McKean 

Benjamin Sloan 

Beth Kelly 

Beth Knorr 

Betty Chan 

Beverly Perry 

Bhumika Patel 

Binaya Subedi 

Bixiao Jia (贾碧霄） 

Biz Young 

Bo Pang 

Brad barron 

Brad Cromes 

Brandi McGann 

Brandon Clarke 

Brandon Kerr 

Brant T. Lee 

Brenda Gerhardt 

Brenna Davis 

Brenna Kautz 

Brett Bencze 

Brett Reiter 

Brian Douglas 

Brian Guerrero 

Brian Jeffrey Bowers 

Brian Murphy 

Brianna Stewart 

Brianna Williams 

Brigid Clark 

Brit Dee 

Brittney A Kreimer 

Brittney Spilker 

Bryn Laubacher 

Caitlin Baker 

Caitlin Behle 

Caitlin Leonard 

Caitlin Murphy 

Caitlin Pfeil 

Caity Weiland 

Calista Lyon 

Candace Martin 



Cara Gilgenbach 

Carl Hunt 

Carla V Pitsinger 

Carley Ellis Carly 

White Carmen 

Wolcott Carol 

Arbaczewski Carol 

gay 

Carol Murphy 

Carol Thompson 

Carolee Luberto 

Carolyn Behrman 

Carrie Davenport 

Caryl González 

Casey Livingood 

Casey Martin 

Casey Slive 

Cassandra Goodman 

Cassia Mangin 

Cat Doan 

Catherine Kennedy 

Catherine Labmeier 

Catherine Mong 

Cathy DuBois 

Cathy L Turnbull 

Cathy Lynn Figueroa 

Chandara Long 

Chanjuan Chen 

Chansovan Long 

Charlie Koenigsmark 

Charlie Stewart 

Charlie Xuan 

Chas Wiederhold 

Chau-Sa Dang 

Cherry B. Dudley 

Chett Pritchett 

Chikako Inoue Cox 

Chitra Shanmugham Meyer 

Chloe Chan 

Chloe Peterson 

Chris Allwein 

Chris Anderson 

Chris Myrick Jr. 



Chris Post 

Christina Camp 

Christina Chen 

Christina M. Ohlinger MS, RD, LD 

Christina Suh 

Christina Wei-Szu Mathison 

Christine Esperanza 

Christine Maleki 

Christine Santos 

Christopher A. Myrick, Sr. 

Christy Seghi 

Chunsheng Fu 

Chynna Baldwin 

Cindy Huynh 

Cindy Tran Nguyen 

Claire Stewart 

Clara Wolverton 

Clare Faley 

Coleen Taylor 

Colin Robertson 

Colleen Dempsey 

Colleen Traud 

Connor Kolet 

Connor Kozel 

Connor Neifert （李康乐） 

Cori Wolff 

Cornelius Anderson 

Cortni Shaw 

Courtney Brown 

Courtney Hunt 

Crissa Cummings 

Cynthia Demsey 

Cynthia Kristof 

D. Mark Manley 

Dandan Liu Dani 

ReStack Daniel G. 

Ortiz Daniel Gray-

Kontar Danielle 

Curry Danielle 

Doza Danielle 

Thompson Danielle 

V. Schoon Danny 

phillips 



Darius Stubbs 

Darla Munroe 

David Corns 

David Davenport 

David Girbino 

David Jackson 

David Lincove 

David Liu 

David Nader 

David Parker 

Dawn Arrington 

Dawn Johnson 

Deana Strohminger 

Debbie Schmieding 

Deborah Arp 

Deborah Schulman 

Deborah Smith 

Debra James Tucker 

Dee Garretson 

Deena Blackett 

deepak karna 

Deirdre Warren 

Delaney Jones 

Deng yang 

Desiré Bennett 

Desiree Hickey 

Diane Moran 

dkéama alexis 

Dominique Francisco 

Don Bryant 

Donald Zeolla 

Dongze He 

Donna Hight 

Donna kolis 

Donna Marie Mazzola 

Dorothy Xuan 

Dr. Kristin Kalsem 

Edgar Kooijman 

Edward Dauterich 

Eesha Wirk 

eirin donovan 

Elaine Alicea 

Eleanor Kilpatrick 



Elena Foulis Elisa 

Leahy Elisabeth 

Allwein Elisabeth 

Hodges Elissa 

Yancey Elizabeth A 

Durham Elizabeth 

Blackford Elizabeth 

DuQuette Elizabeth 

Factor Elizabeth 

Gambone Elizabeth 

Hatchett 

Elizabeth Iraolagoitia 

Elizabeth M. Cuba 

Elizabeth Nguyen 

Elizabeth Petruziello 

Elizabeth Smith-Pryor 

Elizabeth Sullivan 

Ellen Stair 

Ellia Hyeseung La 

Elyse McConnell 

Em Joy 

Emalene Duerré Benson 

Emily Dockery 

Emily Gonzales 

Emily Houh 

Emily Huisman 

Emily Momohara 

Emily Subr 

Emma Kurfis 

Emmanuel Jokotoye 

Emmanuel Rivera 

Eric Brinkman 

Eric Taylor 

Erica Stover 

Erin Allen 

Erin Mundorf 

Erin O’Brien 

Erin Speno 

Ethan Pan 

Eugenia Romero 

Eunice Uhm 

Eva Heyer 

Evan O'Reilly 



Evan Roberts 

Evan Young 

Eve Ng 

Evelyn Washabaugh 

Evette Clayton 

Evgenia Fotiou 

Fanny Wu 

Farida El-Hennawy 

Fariha Tayyab 

Fay Pei 

Feng Huang Fern 

Upshaw Fiona 

Thomaa Flora M 

Daniels Frances 

DiDonato Frances 

Hofmann Frank 

Brownfield Frank 

Huang Frank 

Wang 

Frank X. Ryan 

Frederick A Berry 

Gabby Loomis-Amrhein 

Gabe Davis 

Gabriel Mann Gabriella 

Modan Gabriella Verdi 

Feltman Gabrielle 

Glenn Gabrielle 

Warshay 

Gail Long 

Gaile Pohlhaus 

Garth Lampkin 

Gary Ciuba 

Gayle Kanary 

Ge Xiong 

Genevieve Hankins 

George C.Burke 

Geren Heurtin 

Gina Daly 

Gina Gebhardt 

Gina Osterloh 

Glenn Friedman 

Gloria A Shows 

Gloria Ware 



Gordon Kwok 

Grace allwein 

Grace Hong 

Grace Huang 

Grace Ooi 

Grace Riekkoff 

Gregory Blundell 

Gregory Lam 

Greta Lax 

Gretchen Greenawalt 

Grover C. Gilmore 

Gwen Stembridge 

Gwendolyn DeRosa 

Haiyan Zhu 

Hale tobin 

Haley Antell 

Haley Lane 

Hallie Stelzle 

Hana Gregg 

Hanbin Mao 

Hanis Farley 

Hank Liu 

Hanna Wilde 

Hannah Parrett 

Hannah Rodas 

Hanne-Lore Gambrell 

Hao Shen 

HeaRyung A Naragon 

Heather Hillenbrand 

Heather Pellegrini 

Heather Pollock 

Heather pullins 

Heather Seely 

Heather Steranka 

Helen Ferriby 

Helen Hartmann 

Helen Yen 

Hengsheng Wu 武恒生 

Henry Neff 

Hieu Duc Do 

Hock Seh(谢福忠) 

Holly rose Norris 

Hong Cheng 



Honor cooper 

Horace Crosby 

Huan Choo 

Hue Tran 

icarus cm crandall 

Idris Kabir Syed 

Imokhai Okolo 

India Pierre-Ingram 

Isabel Johnston 

Ishani Paul 

J D Wainwright 

J. Ben Ranz 

Ja Young Hwang 

Jacie Jones Jack 

Chang Jackie 

Xuan Jackie 

Zhang Jacklyn 

Brickman Jaclyn 

Chu 

Jade Hing Jaime 

Miracle James 

Holley James 

Tecco James 

Thornburg Jamie 

Denlinger Jamie 

Galioto Jamila 

Watson Jan 

Phillips 

Jana Walker 

JáNae Powell 

Jane Messmer 

Jane Rua 

Janet Lyons 

Janeth Toro Silva 

Janice Yoder 

Janine Tiffe 

Jared Gardner 

Jared Keith Rosely 

Jasmine Abraham 

Jasmine Henderson 

Jaughee choi 

Jay Zhu 

Jayna Mead 



JEAN FAN 

Jeb Brack 

Jed Santo 

Jeff Fusco 

Jeffery Perkins 

Jeffrey Kim 

Jennie Koeper 

Jennifer Baum 

Jennifer Beyerbach 

Jennifer Brennan 

Jennifer Griffith 

Jennifer Kue 

Jennifer Larson 

Jennifer Lorainne Boyle 

Jennifer Lynn Reiss 

Jennifer McAllister 

Jennifer McCartney 

Jennifer Nakayama 

Jennifer Radomski 

Jennifer Schwieterman 

Jennifer Smith Thorne 
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Jeremy Smith 
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Jessica Boushie 
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Jessica Ly 

Jessica Markowitz 
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Jiahui Wang 

Jiali Gu 

Jialing Chen 



Jian Chen 

Jian Tu 

Jianguo Zhong 

Jianjun Li 
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Jiayin Wang 

Jie Chan 

Jie Chen 
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Jim Bennett 
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Jin Kong 

Jin Shao 

Jindi Zhang (张简荻) 

Jing Zhang 

Jinghua Wang 

Jingyin Che 
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JoAnn Nguyen 
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joanne dowdy 

Joe Chang 
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John Dukes 

John Eadicicc 

John Hall 

John McNay 

John Petit 

John W Bolt Jr 
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