
 

  

 

December 10, 2019 
 
Dear Speaker Householder and Senate President Obhof,  

We are deeply concerned with the negative impact expanding the EdChoice voucher program in 

House Bill 166 (biennial operating budget), will have on public education in Ohio. The number of 

students eligible to receive vouchers will almost double next school year due to the changes, resulting 

in a significant financial impact on school districts across the state.     

Expanding vouchers undermines the ability of public schools to provide educators and students with 

the resources they need to succeed. While the state budget expanded the number of EdChoice 

recipients, it froze funding levels for the 2020-2021 school year at the 2019-2020 levels—meaning 

greater losses as tens of millions more dollars will be siphoned away from public schools. The effect 

is compounded by the fact that districts not only lose their state aide but they also lose revenues locally 

supported by voters to support kids in their home public school. Some districts will lose as much as 

66 percent of their state aide next school year, the total statewide reduction in state support only for 

public education is almost $28 million in one year. 

From school districts in Cuyahoga County such as North Royalton, Beachwood, Rocky River 
and Cleveland Heights, in Central Ohio’s Olentangy Local and Upper Arlington schools down 
to Hamilton County in the Cincinnati City district, school districts and children will be heavily 
affected by this policy decision. There are school districts in all of our House districts that are 
suffering from budget changes, the effects seen are not limited to political party (Tables 1 & 2).  

We understand the benefit that EdChoice vouchers offer so many residents in Ohio. But we should 

all be concerned with the significant cost to the remaining children and families whom we also all 

represent. We ask that we can work together to find a solution to this problem. The Ohio Federation 

of Teachers has reached out to leadership from both caucuses in the House and Senate with remedies 

to this issue. For immediate relief, a sensible approach would be to reimburse school districts 

so their scholarship deduction does not exceed a 10% loss of Foundation Aid.  

School districts are requesting a response or some action by Feb 1, 2020. In good faith, we formally 

request a meeting to discuss these amendments in order to find some solutions during this General 

Assembly.      

CC:  
Emilia Sykes , House Minority Leader  
Jim Butler , House Speaker Pro Tempore  
Jonathon McGee , House Majority Chief of Staff  
Samantha Herd , House Minority Chief of Staff  
Kenny Yuko , Senate Minority Leader  



 
 

Bob Peterson , Senate President Pro Tempore  
John Barron , Senate Majority Chief of Staff  
Mike Rowe , Senate Minority Chief of Staff Minority 
Dan McCarthy, Director of Legislative Affairs to the Governor 
Giles Allen, Legislative Liason to the Governor 
Emma Cardone, Legislative Liason to the Governor   
Matt Dolan, Chair, Senate Finance Committee 
Scott Oelslager, Chair, House Finance Committee 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

     
Janine Boyd   Stephanie Howse   Bride Rose Sweeney 
Ohio House District 9  Ohio House District 11  Ohio House District 14 

 

     
Michael J. Skindell  Terrence Upchurch   Juanita Brent 
Ohio House District 13 Ohio House District 10  Ohio House District 12 
 

 

   
 
Kent Smith   Phil Robinson 
Ohio House District 8  Ohio House District 6 
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Note* the column labeled “Total Foundation Aid Generated by Scholarship Students Less Scholarship Transfers FY 19” is the unfunded dollars districts loss 

Table 2 


