
Elyria Chronicle Telegram 09/11/2015

Copyright © 2015 Chronicle Telegram 09/11/2015 September 11, 2015 7:21 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


C8
Friday,

September 11,
2015

Page

W W W . C H R O N I C L E T . C O M

Nathan Manning is part of what’s likely to be an exer-
cise in, if not futility, then humility.

Manning, of North Ridgeville, a Republican new to
the state House, has been appointed to a panel charged
with re-examining Ohio’s criminal justice laws with an
eye toward reducing the number of people going to
prison.

It has an unmemorable name, the Criminal Justice
Recodification Committee, and an unenviable task, or at
least one that only a lawyer could love: to review the
state’s entire criminal code, whose magnitude state
Senate President Keith Faber illustrated Thursday by
standing next to five thick volumes.

Which is not to say that the task is mere busywork —
it isn’t; Ohio (and the nation, for that matter) hold too
many people in prison and need to find alternatives —
or that the assignment amounted to the hazing of a
freshman legislator — it didn’t; as a lawyer and a former
city prosecutor, Manning is well-equipped for the job.

What makes it daunting, aside from its sheer scope, is
that others have tried and failed to cut the state’s prison
population.

Changes in sentencing laws initiated in 2011 with the
support of Gov. John Kasich, for example, slowed but did
not reverse growth of the prison population. They were
aimed at keeping more first-time, nonviolent offenders
out of prison and were forecast to cut the population to
around 47,000 by this year, but Ohio had about 50,400
inmates last month.

Part of the reason for the failure was the state’s heroin
epidemic, which led to new prosecutions.

Crime and punishment are always subject to new
trends, making it difficult to devise surefire ways to
reduce the prison population. But the rising cost of
incarcerating so many people, from the impact on the
state budget to the impact on the lives of inmates, their
families and their communities, demands a concerted
effort to address the issue.

Ohio is getting just that, with groups as divergent as
the American Civil Liberties Union and Americans for
Tax Reform, Grover Norquist’s group, participating in the
announcement of the effort in Columbus. Holly Harris,
executive director of the U.S. Justice Action Network,
which is headquartered in Washington and is promoting
Ohio’s effort, said polls show that the public in the state
supports changing the system, too.

Even the writer Piper Kerman is involved. She’s the ex-
felon whose memoir about time she spent in prison is
the basis for the Netflix series “Orange is the New Black,”
which is about a women’s prison. Kerman has recently
moved to Columbus and teaches nonfiction writing to
inmates in Marion and Marysville.

Manning doesn’t have her star power, but he’s in a
position to make a difference. It won’t be easy. Success is
anything but guaranteed. But past failures don’t excuse a
surrender to the status quo.

Prison reform
a daunting task

EDITOR’S NOTE: The columnist’s wife, Mari Will,

works for Republican presidential candidate Scott

Walker.

“I remember, when I was a child, being
taken to the celebrated Barnum’s Circus,
which contained an exhibition of freaks
and monstrosities, but the exhibit on the
program which I most desired to see was
the one described as ‘The Boneless Won-
der.’ My parents judged that that specta-
cle would be too revolting and demoral-
izing for my youthful eyes, and I have
waited fifty years to see The Boneless
Wonder sitting on the Treasury Bench.”

— Winston Churchill in the House of
Commons, referring to Prime Minister

Ramsay MacDonald, 1931

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump,
whose promises are probably as mal-
leable as his principles, promises to sup-
port the Republican nominee. Some of
his rivals for the nomination, disoriented
by their fear and envy of him, are making
the GOP seem like the party of boneless
wonders.

Some, who loudly lament how illegal
immigrants damage the rule of law, have
found a heroine in Kentucky. A county
clerk, whose devotion to her faith is not
stronger than her desire to keep her pay-
check, chose jail rather than resignation
when confronted with having to comply
with the U.S. Supreme Court and the
Constitution regarding same-sex mar-
riage.

Mike Huckabee, Rand Paul, Bobby Jin-
dal and Scott Walker think her religious
freedom is being trampled. So does Ted
Cruz, who surely knows better. He
clerked for Chief Justice William Rehn-
quist and must remember the 1892 case
in which a Massachusetts policeman
claimed that rules restricting political
activity by police violated his constitu-
tional rights. Rejecting this claim, Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. of the Massa-
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court wrote
that the officer “may have a constitu-

tional right to talk politics, but he has no
constitutional right to be a policeman.”

Trump, the tone-setter of today’s GOP,
recently chastised Jeb Bush for answering
in Spanish a question that was asked in
Spanish. Trump said Bush “should really
set the example by speaking English
while in the United States.”

Trump presumably deplores the fact
that a leading Illinois Republican politi-
cian in the late 1850s bought one of the
region’s many German-language newspa-
pers, and even briefly took German les-
sons. Abraham Lincoln did so, says
Harold Holzer in “Lincoln and the Power
of the Press,” in order to “boost his
appeal to the most important voting bloc
in his region.”

Somehow, Americans of German
extraction — the largest group of Ameri-
cans — seem to have assimilated even
though Lincoln set a sinister “example.”

In an extended recent riff on how great
and loved he is (“Kanye West ... loves
Trump. He goes around saying ‘Trump is
my all-time hero.’ He says it to every-
body.”) and on subordinate matters,
Trump cited, as evidence that “our coun-
try is being killed on trade,” this: “They
have in Japan the biggest ships you’ve
ever seen pouring cars into Los Angeles,
pouring them in. I’ve never seen any-
thing like it. We send them beef, and they
don’t even want it. It’s going to end, and
they’re going to like us.”

Well. Leaving aside Japan’s strange will-
ingness to purchase unwanted beef, most
Japanese vehicles that pour into America
do so from plants in America. The vehi-
cles are assembled by Americans using
mostly American parts.

So, after Iowa’s evangelicals have
plumbed Trump’s theological depths

(“When we go in church and I drink the
little wine, which is about the only wine I
drink, and I eat the little cracker — I
guess that’s a form of asking forgive-
ness”), South Carolinians can evaluate
his America-can’t-compete, trade-is-
killing-us campaign.

There, his woe-is-us narrative will col-
lide with cheerful realities that Republi-
can Gov. Nikki Haley recently described
in a Washington speech:

Flat-screen TVs are made in Winns-
boro, bicycles are made in Manning (the
New Jersey company moved its manufac-
turing there from China), and five for-
eign-owned tire companies (Michelin,
Bridgestone, Continental, Giti Tire and
Trelleborg) manufacture in the state. So
do Mercedes and, in 2018, Volvo. South
Carolina has what Germany does not
have — the world’s largest BMW plant,
from which vehicles pour at a rate of one
every minute.

Recently Trump told MSNBC that, after
his speech the day before, “The CNN
reporter said it was the single greatest
political speech she’s ever heard.” Asked
which reporter, he said: “I don’t know her
name. But she was wearing a beautiful
red dress.” National Review’s Jim Ger-
aghty reports that CNN says neither of its
correspondents at the event wore red.

Novelist Mary McCarthy said of play-
wright Lillian Hellman, “Every word she
writes is a lie, including ‘and’ and ‘the.’” If
that was so, Trump is not even an origi-
nal.

George Will’s email address is

georgewill@washpost.com.

Every word Trump utters is a lie

But Nathan Manning good choice for panel
tasked with reducing state’s inmates

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Separation of church, state
can’t stop religious fanatics

Well, here we go again. If there’s any-
thing you can be sure of, it’s another
separation of church and state issue.
Once again, someone with somewhat
deep religious beliefs seems to think it
is fine to ignore the law because of her
religion. Never mind this country’s sep-
aration of church and state policy,
which only applies if it doesn’t get in
the way of religion.

Kentucky clerk Kim Davis, an elected
official, is letting her religion get in the
way of the law and government, just
like religious fanatics such as the
Islamic State, the Taliban, al-Shabaab,
etc. These groups all have religious affil-
iation and think their form of religion is
absolute and above man’s law. And
guess what — in an effort to purge non-
believers of any unholy thought, death
and destruction follow! There is no
mass purging here, but the same kind
of fanatics exist here as in other places,
and given the resources, there are
plenty of people who would exploit a
situation in order to further their own
brand of skewed religious beliefs.

If there is a silver lining in all of this, I
am thankful no one prayed on this mat-
ter and was told to perform acts based
on, well, God.

KLAUS ARSENIJEVIC
LaGrange

Lundy trying to impose will
is what’s truly offensive

In this land of free speech and free

enterprise, Matt Lundy objects to a man
making a buck by selling Confederate
flags. Because Lundy objects, he feels
we all should be offended and close the
booth. Now that you are a Lorain
County commissioner, do you feel that
what you think is what everyone else
should think?

Here’s what I think. If you didn’t have
a “D” on your bib, you wouldn’t be slop-
ping yourself at the public trough with
your other two amigos. In this world of
political correctness, I hope the term
“amigo” does not offend my Hispanic
and Latino friends.

The Democratic Party, the party of
mindless lemmings, feels that if Lundy
is upset everyone should be upset. So
the party took its ball and went home. I
feel that was grossly unfair to do that to
the Fair Board. When they go to judge
the cows, chickens, lambs, etc., they will
be missing one category to judge: the
jackasses. They folded their tent and
went home.

RICK GALLAGHER
Elyria

Assisted suicide column
forgets ‘Thou shalt not kill’

On Aug. 31, The Chronicle-Telegram
ran a column by George Will that I
never thought I would see: a conserva-
tive favoring assisted suicide.

I know that many will agree with him,
but I for one do not. I like to believe in
that old saying, “Where there’s life,
there’s hope.”

We know that each new day brings

forth new cures for a variety of illnesses.
Researchers are spending millions of
dollars to prevent disease and help
mankind live longer lives.

Having lost two wives to cancer, I
know that it is not easy on either the
person who has the disease or the one
who is the caregiver. Both had cancer of
the brain, lungs and bones. Joan
showed symptoms of a stroke and
became angry that God would take
away her ability to do things for Him.
Shortly after, she eased her own pain
with this thought: “If I am sick, then
perhaps other people will pray for me
and maybe that will bring them closer
to God.” She died just a short week
later. Having seen death before, I will
say that hers was with joy! She had no
doubt where she would be going. Betty
became distraught and said she had
just been handed a death sentence.
Within days she had to go to the hospi-
tal because she just gave up. When all
11 of her brothers and sisters showed
up, she decided she had good reason to
live and lived as fully as she could with
the time she had left. Six weeks later
she died at home with all of her family
here at the house. A family that had lit-
tle religion all prayed the Lord’s Prayer
with me as she passed. She found hope,
and family members found God to be
helpful in their sorrow.

Assisted or self-inflicted suicide takes
away all hope and is contrary to the
commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.”

HENRY M. NIEDZWIECKI
Grafton
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GEORGE WILL

OUR OPINION

Some of his rivals for the
nomination, disoriented
by their fear and envy of
him, are making the GOP
seem like the party of
boneless wonders.

OTHER OPINIONS

Coal producers recoiled last month after the Environmental
Protection Agency announced rules that will reduce climate-
warming carbon emissions over the next decade and lower the
nation’s dependence on coal. Now the oil and gas lobby is rais-
ing a fuss over the next critical component of the Obama
administration’s climate change strategy: a plan that will
reduce emissions of the greenhouse gas methane.

Methane accounts for the second-largest share of climate-
warming emissions in the world after carbon but has 25 times
its potency. The new rules will reduce methane emissions by
20 to 30 percent by 2025, administration officials say, by
requiring oil and natural gas producers to find and repair leaks
from new or revamped wells.

These reductions will fit into the White House’s strategy of
reducing methane pollution by 40 to 45 percent within the
next decade. The rules won’t affect existing drilling infrastruc-
ture, which environmental advocates say don’t go far enough.

Oil and gas producers have condemned the rules, claiming
they’d be too costly, would kill jobs and would inflate Ameri-
cans’ energy costs. The EPA estimates making the changes will
cost energy producers about $420 million over 10 years but
will generate up to $550 million in savings because of the
reduction in methane losses.

In the coming months, the methane rules, along with the
EPA’s rules on power plant emissions, will be challenged in
protracted legal battles. Energy lobbies’ short-term profit can-
not come before America’s long-term economic and security
interests. In that regard, the industry cannot be trusted to gov-
ern itself.

— Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

EPA rules needed
to reduce emissions


