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Community How Our Communities Got Their Names
Brunswick
Township

Founded in 1815 ended in 1960 upon formation of Brunswick City and Brunswick Hills Township. Two varying explanations for
selection: one was that it was a name drawn from a hat, secondly that is was chosen because it had a pleasant sound to it.

Chatham Township Organized in December 5, 1833. Although informally called Holden by the first settlers the Parsons after the first male child born
to the family in the townhip, when it was organized it was named Chatham after the town of the same name in England and
Chatham, Connecticut.

Chippewa Lake Named after the Chippewa Indians of the Algonquian language family that lived mainly in Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North
Dakota, and Ontario, Canada.

Granger Township Early owner of entire township Gideon Granger who obtained it as part of an estate debt settlement August 1811 & was one of
the 8 original purchasers of the Western Reserve. Granger was Postmaster General for 13 years under Thomas Jefferson & James
Madison, longest serving Postmaster in US history. Key figure in the building of the highly successful Erie Canal in New York.

Guilford Township Organized in 1819, many of the early settlers were from Connecticut and likely named it after the historic ocean town of Guilford
in New Haven County founded in that state in 1639 which was named after the town of Guilford, England.

Harrisville Township First settlers were the family of Joseph Harris in February 1811
Hinckley Township Judge Samuel Hinckley, original owner of township 5 mile square and cost 23 cents per acre. Organized in 1825.
Homer Township Organized in 1833. There are two townships named Homer in the State of Ohio. Named after the classic poet Homer, at the

suggestion of an itinerant minister.
LaFayette Township Organized in 1832, the name honors the French General Marquis de Lafayette (1757 1834). There are two townships and one

village named LaFayette in the State of Ohio.
Litchfield Township Organized in 1831, name used for many years prior by eastern land speculator and original proprietor Judge Uriel Holmes after his

hometown Litchfield, Connecticut
Liverpool Township Organized and Named Liverpool Township in 1816; one historical account suggests named for Liverpool, England the location of

extensive saltworks. Early township history recounts importance of local salt springs in Hardscrabble vicinity of township. There
are two townships named Liverpool in the State of Ohio.

Lodi Village Incorporated in 1891, named after an Italian battlefield where Napoleon won a victory in 1796, that became a central element in
the Napoleonic myth. The defeat of the Austrians convinced Napoleon that he was superior to other generals, and that his
destiny would lead him to glory.

Medina Township Organized in 1818. One account claims that originally called Mecca (famous birthplace of Arabian prophet Mahomet) by Elijah
Boardmen property owner (member of Connecticut Land Company) and promoter of settlement because it would be a final
destination for those Yankees heading west on their own pilgrimage. Supposedly changed to Medina (famous burial place of
Mahomet) because of pre existing Mecca Township in Trumbull County but still in keeping with destination place. Other account
suggests named for a community by the same name in New York State, but doubtful that any earlier settlers had connections to
Orleans County, New York.



Community How Our Communities Got Their Names (Continued)
Montville Township Montville was named after a town in Vermont with high rolling land where General Aristarchus Champion, the original proprietor

lived. This territory, known in the old Connecticut Company’s survey as Township Range 14 was sold to General Champion in 1818
and soon divided into sections for settlement. There are two townships named Montville in the State of Ohio. The other township
of the same name is in Geauga County.

River Styx So named because of the mud within the swampy areas that posed difficulty to the wagons of the early settlers traversing
between Wadsworth and Seville.

Seville Village Junction of Hubard Creek and Chippewa Creek, founded by the familes of Judge Henry Hosmer, Chester Osmer, Moses Noble,
William Bell and Lyman Munson. Judge Hosmer named the village in 1828. One story attributes the name to famous author
Washington Irving, who was a one time guest in the local hotel owned by Dr Nathaniel Eastman, distinguished surgeon with
Commodore Perry's fleet at the Battle of Erie. As a former US Ambassador to Spain suggested it because of the similarities in
climate and situation with Seville, Spain. Village incorporated in 1853, although post office name remained identified as Guilford
until 1873.

Sharon Township Originally Hart & Mathers Township, followed by Gask Township and then changed to Sharon Township in 1830 by act of the State
Legislature, formally organized as Sharon Township April 1831. There are 4 townships in the State of Ohio named Sharon.

Spencer Township Organized and named in 1832 part of Lorain County from 1832 to 1839. Named after Calvin Spencer, owner of Spencer Saw &
Grist mills, who offered to give $500 in lumber to build a school house if the community named the township after him. There are
4 townships named Spencer in the State of Ohio.

Wadsworth
Township

Named after Revolutionary War hero, General Elijah Wadsworth, who owned a large portion of the land. Founded in 1814 and
organized in 1818.

Westfield Township Named by the earliest settlers when organized in 1820 after their home community of Westfield, Massachusetts. There are two
townships named Westfield in the State of Ohio, the other township by that name was organized in 1822 and is in Morrow
County.

Westfield Village Originally named Leroy Village. The voters changed the name to Westfield Center in 1971.

Weymouth So named for Weymouth, Massachusetts by Judge Bronson in application for a Post Office.
York Township The township center was originally named York, as most of the early settlers came from New York state. There are 10 townships

named York in the State of Ohio. Organized 1832.
SOURCES: Ohio Place Names by Larry l. Miller (1996); History of Ohio by Charles B. Galbreath (1925); History of Medina County by Perrin, Battle and
Goodpseed (1881) ; Brunswick: Our Hometown A history of the community And its families by Sam Boyer (1976): Hinckley Township 1825 2000 by 175th
Senteseptequinarian Book Committe (2000); Chatham Sesquicentennial by Chatham Sesquicentennial Committee (1968); 1816 1966: A Book About
Seville, Ohio by LeeCavin (1966); A Trip to Spencer, 1823 1973 by Sesquicentennial Book Committee (1973); Bringing History Home to Granger: The
Earliest Years by JoAnn Boruvka and Granger Historical Society (1995).
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Township (Year First 
Settled)

Pioneers and First Settlers Post Offices in 1880 
(Established)*

Liverpool (1810's)

Pawnee (1879); Lodi formerly 
Harrisonville Reserve (1829)

Medina (1819)

Wadsworth (1828)

Brunswick (1820)

Remson's Corners (1855); 
Granger (1828)

Smith's Road (1850); Sharon 
Center (1838)

River Styx (1828); Seville formerly 
Guilford (1825)

Friendsville (1867); Le Roy (1825)

Chatham (1837)

Bennett's Corners (1868); 
Hinckley (1825)

Poe (1860)

Spencer (1834)

Chippewa Lake (1878); Whittlesey
(1850)

Erhart (1878); Litchfield (1832)

Abbeyville (1838); Mallet Creek 
(1837)

Homerville (1844)

History of Medina County 
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Plain Dealer
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Constitutionalist Medina County Whig Medina
County Gazette
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Medina County, 1860-1900 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900
MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS, Number 85 196 191 111 143

ANNUAL VALUE OF PRODUCTS IN MANUFACTURING, $ 262,874 747,617 891,533 829,853 1,435,508

19th CENTURY MEDINA COUNTY POPULATION AND BUSINESSES 
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Americcan Field
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Medina County Gazette
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Dayton Daily News
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CLEVELAND & SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD OPERATING STATISTICS 
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Ohio Soil Conservation District Enabling Act

USS Medina
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Citizens
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Miranda v. Arizona

Gazette Leader Post
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Charlie’s Angels
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DeRolph v Ohio

DeRolph

DeRolph v. Ohio
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New York Times

E.coli 
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Collection Year
SOURCE: Medina County Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports, 2013 and 2009
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22,859
17,823
15,387
1,775
1,600
942
480
446
263

(89 Medina)
(53 Medina)
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Steve Hambley, Ph.D. 
State Representative, 69th District 
E-mail: Hambley69th@gmail.com 

 
State Representative Steve Hambley is 
serving his first term in the Ohio House 
of Representatives.  He represents the 
69th House District, which includes 
most of Medina County. 
 
Prior to being elected to the House, 
Hambley served as Medina County 

Commissioner for 18 years. He has also served as a Brunswick City 
councilman for five years, chairing the city’s Planning and Zoning 
Committee and Economic Development Committee in the early 
1990’s. 
 
He received a Ph.D. from the University of Akron in 1993 and was 
awarded a Martin Scholarship in History for two years. He retired 
from Lorain County Community College (LCCC) as an adjunct 
faculty member in 2014 in order to run and serve full-time in the 
Ohio House of Representatives. 
 
Over the last 20 years as a professor teaching at various colleges, Dr. 
Hambley has taught courses in American National Government, State 
and Local Government, Introduction to Politics, Comparative 
Politics, Introduction to Urban Studies, Contemporary World 
Problems, History of Civilization and US History. 
 
A lifelong resident of Medina County, Steve Hambley lives in 
Brunswick with his wife Cheryl.  His step-son Josh, who was 
honorably discharged from the United States Marine Corps in 2013, 
lives in Medina with his wife Ericka. 
 

AWARDS 
 Northrop Heritage Award for Contribution to Local History, 

Medina County Historical Society, 2013. 
 Medina County Elected Official of the Year, Greater Akron 

Chamber of Commerce, 2010. 
 Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) Fifth 

Annual Walter F. Ehrnfelt, Jr. Award for Outstanding Regional 
Contribution, 2008  

 “Medina County Movers & Shakers: Number 3,” Medina County 
Gazette (2008) 

 Northeast Ohio Regional Vision Award, Northeast Ohio Regional 
Leadership Task Force, 2007 

 Brunswick City Schools Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame, 
2006. 

 Michael Berken Peace & Justice Award, Diocese of Cleveland, 
Catholic Commission of Wayne, Ashland & Medina, 2005. 

 Outstanding Leadership Award, Ohio Educational Service Center 
Association, 2002. 

 Service in Local Government Award from the Ohio Provider 
Resource Association, 2000. 

 "Men Who Make a Difference," Medina County Gazette, 1998 
 
BACKGROUND 
 Resident of Medina County, 60 years 
 Attended religious grade school (Grades 1-8), St. Ambrose 

Catholic Church, Brunswick 
 Brunswick High School, Class of 1972 
 Kent State University, Bachelor of General Studies, 1979 
 University of Akron, Master of Arts, 1985 
 Special fields of graduate study: Urban Studies, History of 

Transportation, Political Science, Statistical Research Methods   
 University of Akron, Ph.D. History, 1993; Martin Scholar  
 Leadership Medina County, Class of 1995


